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Welcome!  

Your hosts 

 

Dr Kyran Kennedy 
Formerly Director, Clare Education Centre, 

Ennis, Co. Clare, Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

Gert Larsen 
Formerly, Leader, Pædagogisk Center, 

Albertslund, Denmark 
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Comenius  

Jan Komensky 1592 -  1670  

(John Amos Comenius)  

Educational  reformer -  Moravia  

 

The Gate of Tongues Unlocked 1631  

Orbis Sensualium Pictus ï 1658  

The Visible World in Pictures  
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Libraries  
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Libraries  

A Priestôs manual -  handwritten on vellum, 1343 

The Chained Library ï Wimborne Minster, Dorset 
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Libraries  

One of the earliest public libraries in the UK  

mid 17th century 
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National Libraries  

The Reading Room at the British Museum, 

London 
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National Libraries  
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National Libraries  

Da Vinci drawing from the Codex 

Arundel 

Gutenberg Bible 

Magna Carta - 1215 

The British Library, London 
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Libraries  
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SLAM  

1999 ï 2002  

 

Evolved from the European Web 
for Schools project  

1995 -1997  

 

Proposal developed after a 
submarine meeting!  

 

 

 

 

 

SLAM demonstrated that the school 
library, as a multimedia centre with a 
staff of media specialists and teacher 
librarians, could become an essential 

focus for new learning styles. 
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SLAM  

Project evaluation report 

 

We believe that the activities of 
Gymnazium Humpolec can serve 
as an example for other schools, 

especially in the time when the 
ñAction Plan of the State 

Information Policy in Educationò is 
being implemented.ò 

 

ñThe SLAM programme has had 
substantial impact in the Czech 

Republic where the national 
government authorised the ideas 

similar to the original SLAM project 
as part of the Action Plan of the 

State Information Policy in 
Educationò. 

 
Univerzita  Karlova  v Praze  
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GrandSLAM  

2002 ï 2005  

An 8 partner trans -national project  
óGeneral Research AN d Development of School L ibraries As 

Multimedia centresô 

The aim of the extended project 
was to develop school libraries 

from multi -media -centres to 
Information and Learning Centres.  

 

The project focussed on qualifying 
the ICT skills of Learning Centre 

staff together with developing the 
acceptance of eLearning as a vital 
tool for encouraging the growth of 
lifelong learning skills, embedding 

the school library within the 
curriculum.  
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GrandSLAM  partners  

Norway - Karmøy  

Czech Republic - Humpolec 

United Kingdom 

Gosport 

Lithuania - Alytus Spain - Aviles 

Portugal - Almada 

Ireland - Ennis 

Denmark - Albertslund 
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GrandSLAM  

The Basic Understandings  

 

 

Å Students learn by constructing 
their own understandings of 
their experiences and by 
building on what they already 
know to form a personal 
perspective of the world.  

 

Å The process of construction is 
an active ongoing process of 
learning that continues 
throughout life.  
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GrandSLAM  

Basic Understandings  

 

Students need competences to:  

 

Å Learn in dynamic situations 
where information is constantly 
changing.  
 

Å Manage information overload 
where ability of determining 
what is enough information is as 
important as locating and 
selecting relevant information.  
  

Å To construct meaning and 
personal understanding from 
vast, disparate sources of 
information through an inquiry 
process  approach to learning.  
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GrandSLAM  

A further objective was to 
encourage support for 

and/or establishment of 
Regional Information -  

and Learning Centres as 
support -centres to the 

local learning community.  
  

The RLC acts as a super -
structure of the schools 
and the school libraries 

supporting pedagogic 
development of the 
curriculum through 

courses and the 
availability of pedagogic 
expertise and materials.  

 

46

Regional Information and 

Learning Centres as support-

centres to the local learning 

community; acting as a 

superstructure of the school 

library and supporting pedagogic 

development of the curriculum 

through courses and the 

availability of pedagogic 

expertise.

Regional Information and Learning Centres

County

Centre

RLCRLC

School

School

School

School
School

School
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GrandSLAM  

The project objectives were 
met through:  

 

Å Small scale projects  where 
the students practiced 

learning activities across the 
borders.  

 

Å Two conferences  with 50 
participants from the 8 

partner countries . 

 

Å courses  for school librarians, 
ICT staff and head teachers.  

 

Å study  visits  
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GrandSLAM  

Project Board meetings  
 
 

As a way of improving practice and 
to ensure consideration of the 
learning aspect, the partners 

decided to include within each 
meeting lectures or workshops 

relating to central items 
connected to the project.  

  

These workshops have provided a 
useful core professional 

development aspect to the project 
with an opportunity for 

participants to gain experience 
outside of their normal institution, 

region or national provision.  
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GrandSLAM  

 8 board meetings ï 8 items  

  1.  Learning styles  

  2.  ICT in special education  

  3.  Social inclusion for students with  

       special needs  

  4.  Different aspects of school libraries  

   as learning centres  

  5.  Teaching study skills and effective  

  use of library learning resource 
centres  

  6.  Web based activities to stimulate  

       e-Learning and cooperative working  

  7.  Broadening provisions to the  

       Community  

  8.  Social inclusion ï provision for ethnic  

       and other identified groups  
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GrandSLAM  

ñAltogether it has been unique that participants from so many 
countries with widely differing professional and cultural backgrounds 
have been able to meet on an equal footing and discuss general  
subjects and inspire and learn from each other.ò 
 
ñThe project has had a large influence on the development of the 
participating countriesô learning centres and the activities taking 
place in connection with these.  
 
In the evaluatorsô opinion the main benefit of the three project 
years is partly that the multimedia centres have successfully been 
turned into actual information and learning centres with appropriate 
activities and partly that a very professional focus has been placed 
on the importance of new learning strategies and the evaluation of 
such strategies.ò 

Outcomes  
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SLAMIT  

SLAMIT 

2005 ï 2008 
óSchool Libraries as Multimedia centres ï Inservice Trainingôô 

 

SLAMIT is a dissemination project 
delivered as Comenius 

course/conference events  
 

SLAMIT was designed to offer a 
number of European Courses based 

on the experiences and outcomes 
from the SLAM and GrandSLAM 

projects. Each course has provided 
a different focus é... 
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SLAMIT  

SLAMIT 1  

 

Humpolec, Czech Republic  

November 2006  

 

ñSchool Libraries as Learning Centresò 
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SLAMIT  

SLAMIT 2  

 

Clare Education Centre  

Ireland  

2007  

 

òDynamic Agents of Learning ï Sharing 
Best Practiceò  
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SLAMIT  

SLAMIT 3  

 

Druskininkai , Lithuania  

October 2008  

 

òLifelong learning ï School Libraries and 
Regional Educational Centres 

supporting learning in the societyò 
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SLAMIT  

SLAMIT4  

 

Caparica, Portugal  

September 2009  
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SLAMIT  

SLAMIT4  

 

Caparica, Portugal  

September 2009  

 

 


